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America land in North Africa to chase the Germans and Italians
out The seventh front is when we have landed in Italy. . . ."

Nevertheless, during the long stalemate in Italy the Soviets and
their sympathizers could at least point to the fact that the Red
Army, although not without setbacks, had advanced far to the
west. Late in August the large city of Kharkov had been taken, and
not long afterward neutral sources significantly reported that Ger-
mans bombed out of their homes were no longer being evacuated to
Russia. The numbers of the Red Army now seem to have consid-
erably exceeded those of their opponents. With the initiative in So-
viet hands on so vast a front, overwhelming force could be concen-
trated upon such sectors as might be chosen for attack. Before mid-
September the Reds cleared the Donetz basin with its rich mineral
deposits. Before October they had retaken Novorossiisk on the
Black Sea and Smolensk in the north-central sector, and had occu-
pied most of the east bank of the lower Dnieper.

Unlike the strategy in every other theater, that in almost roadless
Russia was dominated by railroads. The Russian lines, begun kter
than those of the United States and still later than those of western
Europe, have the widest gauge of the three, while those of non-Rus-
sian Europe have the narrowest. While the Germans advanced,
their construction engineers had habitually narrowed the gauge to
that of their own rolling stock by leaving one rail in place and mov-
ing <the other toward it. At the same time they had sawed off what
was to them the superfluous length of the sleepers, both to save tim-
ber and to make it more difficult for the Soviets to re-establish the
old wide gauge in the event of a German retreat. Consequently the
Red Anny seldom advanced directly up a railroad, well knowing
that a line so treated would long be useless to them even if recap-
tured. Instead the Red commanders* object was to deprive the Ger-
mans of rail communications, and to this end they would habitu-
ally penetrate into the zone between two railroads, then, striking
sideways, cut one or both lines behind points still in the hands of
the invaders. For supply they depended largely upon American-
manufactured trucks.

As on the one hand strategy depends upon transport, on the other
hand it depends upon tactics, which are a matter of weapons and
most of all.of men. For centuries no one has denied that the Russian
soldier is a first-class fighter. His physical endurance, especially his